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Abstract Intercropping offers many potential benefits, however in many cases the 
growth of both plants suffers because of competition, and these competition dynamics 
between plants in intercropping systems are not well understood (Moore et al., 2019; 
Schlautman et al., 2018). Competition for light involves sophisticated plant responses, 
including shade avoidance mechanisms, to maximize light interception and minimize 
shading effects (Moore et al., 2019). Understanding these mechanisms is crucial for 
optimizing crop productivity in intercropping systems. 
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